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1. claims: 1-7 

A laparoscopic electrosurgical instrument comprising; 

- a handle including a fixed handle and a moveable handle; 

- a tube fixed to the handle including first and second jaw 
monbers with electrically conductive sealing surfaces; 

- means for connecting the jaw members to a source of 
electrosurgical energy; 

• - means for maintaining a closure force between the sealing 
surfaces ; 

- a stop suitable for maintaining a minimum separation 
distance between sealing surfaces; 

wherein the minimum separation distance is Q.Mnm. 



2. claims: 8-17 

A laparoscopic electrosurgical instrument comprising: 

- a handle including a fixed handle and a moveable handle; 

- a tube fixed to the handle including first and second jaw 
members with electrically conductive sealing surfaces; 

- means for connecting the jaw members to a source of 
electrosurgical energy; 

- means for maintaining a closure force between the sealing 
surfaces * 

- a stop* suitable for maintaining a minimum separation 
distance between sealing surfaces; 

whereby the opposable sealing surfaces include a non-stick 
material for reducing tissue adhesion during the sealing 
process « 



page 2 of 2 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


Intsm: 1 AppBcation No 

■ PCI, „ 03/17335 


Patent documerrt 
cftBd in search report 


PubIic?ition 
. date 


Paterrt family 
member(s) 


PubUcation 
date 



us 5509922 



BE. 19608716 



23-04- 1996 


CA 


2075331 Al 


19-04-1993 




tP 








US 


5625609 A 


06-05-1997 




CA 


2050868 Al 


06-04-1992 




OE 


69125338 Dl 


30-94-1997 




DE 


69125338 T2 . 


07-08-1997 




. EP 


0484671 A2 


13-05-1992 




JP 


4245344 A 


02-09-1992 




US 


5486189 A 


23-01-1996 




US 


5522830 A 


04-06-1996 




US 


5478347 A 


26-12-1995 




US 


5489292 A 


06-02-1996 


17-04-1997 


DE 


19608716 CI 


17-04-1997 


EP 


0793946 A2 


10-09-1997 




US 


5853412 A 


29-12-1998 



US 4492231 A 08-01-1985 NONE 



Fonn PCr/ISA/210 (patent famBy annox) (July 1 092} 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



